Address of Bishop Dr. Géza Pap at the EEA3, Sibiu, 07.09.07

Dear Sisters and Brothers!

 

On behalf of the 450.000 Reformed Christians living in the 16 deaneries of

the Transylvanian  Church District, I would like to greet the participants

of the 3rd European Ecumenical Assembly in Sibiu.

It is a pleasure to meet here and celebrate together with the

representatives of the more than 3 million Hungarian Reformed Christians

living in the Carpathian-basin.

During the history of the Reformed Church in Romania, it has always been

considered important to cultivate the ecumenical relations, which were

mostly manifested in everyday life, on congregational level, where Romanian

Orthodox and Hungarian Reformed Christians have been living together for

centuries. However, on the level of church leaderships there is still a lot

to do concerning the development of the ecumenical relations. As a matter of

fact, Church leaders meet each other frequently and within the

AIDRom-Organisation we have regular contacts, but unfortunately, the

Ecumenical Council of Churches in Romania, on national level, has not yet

been constituted. Steps have been done for the acceptance of the Charta

Oecumenica by the churches, but a formal ratification by each synod has not

been achieved yet. Our Church will always remain open for ecumenical

contacts based on honesty, equality and recognition of common values.

 

We consider all these very important, because we are convinced that the

Church has a mission in the world, given by Christ. The word "Europe" is of

Semitic origin and its sense is 'evening' or 'darkness'. This darkness was

enlightened by the "light of the world" when Paul stepped on European soil

at the coast of Philippi. Today the mission of the Church - regardless of

its denominations - is to be the "light of the world" in the European

darkness.

 

With these ideas, I wish the blessing of our Lord for our being together and

for the fulfilment of our ministry received from God.

 

 

 

                                                            Dr. Géza Pap

                                             Bishop of the Transylvanian District

                                             of the Reformed Church in Romania

