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I am already captivated by the theme of this Assembly ‘The Light of Christ shines upon All’  And my hope first of all is that in these days we will ourselves experience the light of Christ coming in new and creative ways into our lives and our life together as churches.  I hope that we will drink deeply at the wells of spirituality we will encounter, for this is where a movement for renewal will begin.  I hope we will see the light of Christ shine in one another in such a way that national interests and church politics can be put to the side for the sake of exploring our essential unity In Jesus Christ  

The light of Christ shining on all is both a joy and encouragement to us, and also a persistent challenge.  For who are the ‘all’ in Europe today on whom the light shines?   Will our vision of the light reach as far as the poor and the marginalised?  Will it act on behalf of the victim of human trafficking?  Will it energise us to defend human rights and religious freedom? Will its warmth love the stranger and welcome the asylum seeker in our midst?  Can it, even here in these days, help us to embrace the ‘other’ who is different from us?  

And so my hope and the prayer of my heart is that the light of Christ experienced in this Assembly will restore our confidence in the Gospel,  - certainly not in a triumphalist way. But nevertheless I hope we will leave Sibiu with a renewed vision of the Gospel as having the power to change lives, to transform whole communities, to restore justice, to reconcile those who are in conflict, and to speak to the deepest needs of Europe and its Institutions in all their complexity and ambiguity.   Such a vision would indeed be God’s gift to us at this Assembly. 

This confidence will be based on the truth of the Gospel itself - that ‘the light continues to shine in the darkness, and the darkness has never put it out.’             (John 1 v5)

