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RUTA DE SANT VICENT 2007

 WITHIN THE ITINERARY OF THE 3EEA

On January 20th 2007 took place in Valencia, for the fourth consecutive year, the Ruta de Sant Vicent (saint Vincent, deacon, great martyr, saint patron of Valencia City and saint patron of the tortured) an ecumenical pilgrimage to the city places that remember his last testimony, by the end of January in year 304, under Diocletian’s persecution.

As in the three previous editions, the event was organised by the Oratory of Saint Philip Neri, with the support of the Diocesan Interconfessional Relations Commission.
The itinerary began at the so called “column of the lodging house”, at the Parish Church of Santa Mònica where, according to tradition, Vincent and bishop Valerius were chained when they arrived imprisoned from Saragossa. From that point, the Ruta went through the other nine stations to finally arrive to the saint’s old sepulchral church  (Monestir de Sant Vicent de la Roqueta).

During the first centuries after his death, St. Vincent's tomb had become a place of pilgrimage throughout the Christianity, where the young deacon was venerated as a “great martyr”. On the other hand, it had become deeply rooted in Valencia the custom of visiting in pilgrimage the places of the passion of the city’s saint Patron on the day of his feast. 

For those reasons, on year 2003, on the 1700th anniversary of the saint’s death, the Centre Pare Tosca, in order to resume the tradition of these short pilgrimages, published a small book titled Ruta de sant Vicent, diaca (Route of Saint Vincent, deacon), which serves as a guide through the stages of the pilgrimage.

This book, structured in ten stations, relates the passion and death of saint Vincent according to an ancient document of the fourth century written with devotional purposes. For each station, along with the narration of the corresponding part of the saint’s passion, there are some intercessions taken from the Byzantine liturgy, collect prayers of different Christian churches and chants.

Thus, starting January 2004, a pilgrimage has been celebrated every year by the feast of the saint. This year’s edition had a quite numerous participation. More than a hundred people of several Christian confessions –Orthodox, Anglicans, Lutherans, Reformed, Roman Catholics of Latin rite and of Greek rite– went adding to the pilgrimage throughout its route. Mons. Salvador Jiménez, auxiliary bishop of Valencia, presided the beginning of the Ruta and accompanied the participants during the first stages. It is remarkable the interest and the devotion that showed the pilgrims –some of them arrived from distant places– when listening to the narration of the deacon’s passion and taking active part in the prayers and chants.

This year’s Ruta has been special for several reasons. Saint Vincent's feast is providentially celebrated during the Week of Universal Prayer for Christian Unity. This is a providential fact because saint Vincent is one of the saints of the undivided Church of the first centuries. He is, therefore, a common patrimony of all Christian Churches: a reference capable of bringing together all Christians to walk and pray side by side celebrating and giving thanks for his heroic testimony.

Also, this year’s edition of the Ruta has been inserted in the process of the Third European Ecumenical Assembly (3EEA), whose motto is "The light of Christ illuminates everybody. Hope for renewal and unity in Europe". The Assembly’s second stage aimed at increasing the renewal and the unity of the Churches at local level. The Ruta was fully in accordance with this objective.
For this reason, the Oratory of Saint Philip Neri and the Diocesan Interconfessional Relations Commission organised some additional events, within the framework of the Week of Universal Prayer for Christian Unity 2007. The 3EEA logo was present in these events after permission was granted from the appropriate bodies.
On Friday January 19th, Father Fernando Rodríguez Garrapucho SCJ, professor of the Pontifical University of Salamanca and member of the organisational Committee of the 3AEE pronounced a lecture titled “The ecumenical thought of Benedict XVI and the 3EEA”. The lecturer highlighted the Pope’s high degree of commitment with the cause of ecumenism, which has become one of the priorities of his pontificate. He also emphasized his rigour when it comes to establishing the bases upon which interconfessional dialogue should be based. A dialogue that must be founded on charity and in truth. The assistance was numerous, and Mons. Enric Benavent, auxiliary bishop of Valencia, presided the act.

On Saturday January 20th evening an ecumenical interconfessional prayer was celebrated at the Convent of Saint Clare Capuchin Nuns. The event was presided by Rev. Carlos López, bishop of the IERE (Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church - Anglican Communion), and other ten ministers of different Christian Churches. The lucernarium, the proclamation of the Word of God, the chants, the shared prayers and silence, the commemoration of the common baptism, the intercessions and the rite of peace configured an act in which Christians from different groups and different languages, lived the joy of praying together and tasted in advance the desired unity. One more time, the assistance was numerous, about one hundred people.

Finally, the interconfessional bodies Interconfessional Ecumenical Center of Valencia (CEIV), Ecumenical Center of Catalonia (CEC), Action by Christians for the Abolition of Torture (ACAT), International Ecumenical Fellowship (IEF) and Judeo-Christian Fellowship, which at the end of the Ruta de Sant Vicent 2006 made public a Letter to the Christian communities (that adapted the European Charta Oecumenica of 2001 to the local circumstances( met again on January 19th in the Parish of St. Ignatius of Loiola. They introduced themselves to the parochial community and prepared a Letter to the brothers and sisters of Islam, which intends to favour the interreligious dialogue between Christians and Muslim, so necessary in these moments. The letter was read out at the end of the Ruta.
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