Brief report of a meeting on the themes of the coming EEA3

from the ecumenical study, pray and workgroup of West-Vlaanderen (province of Belgium) on Thursday 16th of November 2006

During the first part of our meeting, somebody who will join the EEA3 introduced the themes and the ideas for this coming European ecumenical meeting in Sibiu. In this introduction attention was also paid to the previous meetings of Basel and Graz and to the important text of the Charta Oecumenica.
In a second part of the meeting, which brings together Orthodox, Protestant, Anglican and roman Catholic Christians, the nine themes of Sibiu were developed. Everybody was asked to compose his or her own top three. Which three of these themes are, according to you, the most important for the ecumenical dialogue in Europe and why? Out of this came an interesting and vivid discussion. We’d like to share some of the ideas of this discussion.

- The unity stays a very important aim. We need a common Christian profile. Especially for the (re)evangelisation of Europe it is important that we are one. Divided Christians are not credible and convincing.
- There is a huge need of spirituality in our world. It is very important that we Christians offer places to people where they can learn to pray. It is also important that Christians themselves have a strong spirituality. Our churches need inspired people.
- We may not be afraid or ashamed to witness of our Christian faith. The congress in Brussels about evangelisation Come and See (28th October – 5th November 2006) was a very good example of how we can witness of our faith. 
- It is important to give more attention to Europe. People are not aware of the great influence which comes from the European government. Europe is also a guarantee of no war.

- We need dialogue with the other religions, in particular with the Muslims. We see that there is interest of Christians towards the Islam, but can this interest be also vice versa?

- Migration is a big challenge for Europe and for Belgium. We can not only look to our own situation, but have to invest a lot in facilities in third world countries. We have to work so that the need for migration becomes smaller.

- We see that the concern for the creation is a hot topic in society and politics. Maybe the churches have to search for other themes which get not so much attention, like for example the problem of migration and illegal people.
- Justice is one of the fundaments for a good society. Churches have to make efforts for the struggle against so much injustice in the world. 

- As Christians we have to live peaceful and to promote peace in the place where we live, in the world. 

