Report of a preparatory meeting for EEA3

Estonia

Preparatory meeting for EEA3 was held on December 7, 2006 in Tallinn. The meeting was organised in co-operation between the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church (EELC) and the Estonian Council of Churches (ECC).

Among the participants were delegates for the EEA3 from the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church and representatives of the member churches of Estonian Council of Churches. 

Information about the meeting and a summary of the presentations were published in a weekly “Eesti Kirik”/”Estonian Church”, presentations will be exposed for all interested on the web-page of the ECC.

General overview was given about CEC and EEA3 process as well as previous ecumenical assemblies, three presentations were given on the assembly topics.

There were following presentations given:

CEC and EEA3 – Ms Kadri Metsma, EELC

Ecumenical assemblies – Rev Peeter Kaldur, EELC

Unity – Bishop Philippe Jourdan, Roman Catholic Church

Spirituality – Rev Heikki Huttunen, Finnish Ortodox Church (presentation was read by Rev Tauno Teder, due to Rev Huttunen’s duties in Finland)

Witness – Andrus Norak, Estonian Methodist Church

There was a vivid discussion after each presentation. The need for ecumenical encounter as a meeting place for christians from different confessions, possibility to overcome prejudices was recognised, also the value of ecumenical meeting for Estonian churhes. It is obvious that we have enthusiastic people in our churches who have both motivation and talent to participate in ecumanical movement nationally and internationally. 

Bishop Jourdan emphasized the spiritual side of ecumenism, praying together for the unity of churches and christians. 

Participants welcomed the event and whole preparatory process which enables them to get acquainted with each other and become more involved in assembly themes.
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