Programme for the Irish Inter-Church Meeting (IICM) 

10-11 November 2006

(A more detailed programme will be given to you on arrival)
Theme: 
“Light of Christ shines on all’ (John 8.12) 

– the challenge of the third European Ecumenical Assembly (EEA3) to issues facing the churches in Ireland

Aim:       To deepen ecumenical life on the island in view of the 3rd European Ecumenical Assembly (EEA3) being held in Sibiu (Romania) in Sept 2007

Venue:
North Wing Conference Room 4, Emmaus Retreat Centre, Swords, Co Dublin (travel directions attached)
Group:   74 (50% nominated by Catholic Church and 50% nominated by member churches of the Irish Council of Churches), plus workshop leaders.
Friday 10 November

11 Registration and cuppa

12
Welcome (co-chairs: Archbishop Sean Brady & Gillian Kingston, ICC President)


      Opening worship (co-chaplains: Fr Des Hayden and Gillian Kingston) 

Introductions


Housekeeping matters (Emmaus staff) 

Group photograph

1pm     Lunch 

2.15     Session 1: The EEA3 journey from Rome, Dublin, Wittenberg to Sibiu
Canon Bob Fyffe, General Secretary, Churches Together in Britain and Ireland – 15 mins (introduced by Gillian Kingston) 

European challenges to the Christian churches on the island of Ireland. Mgr Noel Treanor, Secretary-General, Commission of Episcopates of the European Community (COMECE) - 45 mins (introduced by Archbishop Brady)




Buzz groups - Plenary questions – 30 mins



Identify workshop leaders and rooms

4pm    Tea/ Coffee break (nearby Coffee Dock)

4.15 Session 2: First choice of six workshops (90 mins) with common focus on 

‘The Light of Christ and … 
[A] …The Experience of our Ecumenical journey

facilitated by Rev Dr Johnston McMaster (Methodist), Lecturer with the Irish School of Ecumenics (NI) and Coordinator of its Reconciliation Education programme based in Belfast
[B] …The Experience of Immigration on this island.

facilitated by Sr Joan Roddy DMJ (Director, Refugee & Migrant Project of Irish Bishops’ Conference, Maynooth) and Denise Wright (Race Relations Coordinator, South Belfast), both appointed as Irish members of the Churches Commission on Racial Justice (CTBI) 

[C]… The Orthodox Experience of the Irish churches
facilitated by Rev Fr Godfrey O’Donnell (Romanian Orthodox) and Rev Fr George Zavershinsky (Russian Orthodox), both based in Dublin
[D]… The Experience of Secularisation on this island

facilitated by Tom O’Gorman, journalist in Dublin
[E]… Suicide and Mental Health Issues 

facilitated by Peter Hanlon, an experienced bereavement therapist working for Health Service Executive’s Community Mental Health Services, based in north Dublin  
[F] …The Light of Christ and God’s Creation:
The environment is a life or death issue in the 21st century. This workshop will invite exploration of the churches’ relevance, moral authority and response in the face of this urgent challenge. It will look at practical ways the churches can be part of a solution.



Facilitated by Sr Catherine Brennan, Rev David Humphreys (Church of Ireland) and Joseph Furphy (Presbyterian Church in Ireland’s Environmental panel), all of whom are founding members of Eco Congregation Ireland

6         Evening meal
7.15    Session 3: Workshops repeated – second choice (90 mins)


9pm    Closing prayers

Soft & alcoholic drinks for sale in Coffee Dock beside Conference Room 4 
Planning group to meet with co-Chairs to identify key issues raised from workshops and how to process them in closing plenary on Saturday.

Saturday 11 November

8.30 Breakfast (clear rooms by 9.30 am)

9.30    Session 4: Charta Oecumenica and its message for the Irish churches today - Canon Ian Ellis (Church of Ireland) and Rev Tom Norris (Pontifical University St Patrick’s College, Maynooth). Copy of the Charta Oecumenica attached.




Plenary 

10.30   Coffee break

11   Session 5: Plenary: discussion of issues raised from workshops and other sessions and how these can be taken forward by the Irish churches and those attending EEA3 in Sibiu 

12.30   Evaluation, thanks and closure 

      12.45   Closing worship




1pm     Lunch

2pm     Departure

3-5pm  Taste and See You are invited to make your own way to join this separate inter-church event being organised in Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin (see attached brochure).

