Week of prayer in Sibiu for 2007:  Erika Klemm”
Ora et labora

Ora et labora – pray and work!  Every one of us tries to put this principle into action in our lives all the time and to grow through it.  Let us work while praying and pray while working.  As regards the preparations for 2007, when Sibiu, together with Luxemburg, will be the cultural capital of Europe, this balance between work and prayer will became  a special role.. To put it in other words, without God, we do not even want to start on the road to 2007. 

The “work” part is already keeping us busy. It gives us responsibilities, it creates new posts, it mobilises the media, it informs, it publicises various projects and issues in the city.  How is the “prayer” part getting organised?  Who, apart from the religious leaders can support the “working” groups?  But what of those who will respond from the town, who will fill the role of praying?  Should it not be possible for every Christian to try through their prayers to bring their contribution to this work? --------I have given this a lot of thought. I wanted to fulfil my part in organising and mobilising the prayer side of things and I was convinced that  precisely in the period of our preparations there would be an enormous surge in the development of the city and that in 2007 many completely new and unusual things would happen. How could our people be prepared for these great changes, so that we would not be overwhelmed and so that 2007 should be a year of blessing both for Sibiu’s residents and also its visitors. I think that the best preparation for any unfamiliar kind of event, is prayer. We are addressing the One who is above us, and for whom new things are never a surprise. He gives us power and shows us the right proportions.  He frees us from care and fear. So it would be good if we  make prayer  popular.again. 
The biggest project in Sibiu in 2007

In February 2006 the idea began to be mooted in discussions with the leaders of our church,  our bishop Dr. Christoph Klein, the Dean of the Theological faculty Dr. Hans Klein, and the Dean of the cathedral Rev. Kilian Dörr. „Ora et labora“  started in our prayers for 2007 especially when we realised that the largest project for the Cultural Capital, was no longer a cultural project, but a Christian one - CEE3 , the third European Ecumenical Conference.   This is no coincident.  This unique project must be put alongside an equally large project – prayer. That is how we arrived at the idea of a week of non-stop prayer – 24 hour prayer.  What was the most propitious time for serious prayer?  Exactly one year before the conference, that is 4-10 September 2006. And whichChristians should take part in this?  All, from all the churches, including those who are part of the nonconformist ( non traditional)churches. 
The idea anticipated that we, the Evangelical Church would play host and that our Cathedral sacristy seemed the most appropriate place for this unique project of a week of nonstop prayer. 

The project, duly worked out, was accepted at the end of June by the local CEE3 committee and included a precise structure fo the seven days of unceasing prayer.  A different religious community would be responsible for each 24 hours, for running it and deciding its content. Priests and believers would take part from the Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Greco-Catholic, Reformed and Evangelical and nonconformist Churches. It followed that the sacristy must have an atmosphere that both informed and also invited prayer. Father Kilian Dörr, with characteristic visionary faith, took on the overall leadership of the project, while Mrs. Keul, the secretary of the local committee,  together with Fr. Buda worked with me on organising everything. 

Nothing happens by chance!  At the end of June delegations arrived from Switzerland -  Thierry Bonaventura (CCEE) , Beate Fagerli (KEK).  They offered to announce the week of prayer in their information leaflet which was to appear at the end of July.  We could not have timed it better.  As it worked out, it was the end of August when the Christians of Sibiu were informed, a little late perhaps, by the arrival of 11,000 beautifully produced leaflets in three languages.  The leaflet told everyone about CEE3, issued a general appeal for sleeping places in private homes for the delegates, and included an invitation to the week of prayer from 4-10 September, under the signatures of the bishops of all participating churches, including the Orthodox Metropolitan. 
  .

Courage with humility
The time drew near.  For all of us that last week of preparation challenged us as to whether we had the necessary courage and humility. Finally, four days before the start, at the local committee meeting, led with great skill, as it seemed to me, by Dr. Hans Klein, the openness of all one to another took us another step forward, a big and surprising step.   Every church had been given the right to celebrate worship in the sacristy in its own way, and if necessary in the main Evangelical Cathedral.  All churches benefited from that opportunity, making the sacristy the focus of the whole week of common prayer.  Each participant knew, as a result of this challenging and bold move, that it could only be fulfilled with an attitude of great humility since only in this way could you enter a different church and pray there. Once having entered the community of prayer, each was endowed with the blessed experience of 24 hour ecumenical prayer.  It is hard to put into words: you have to experience it to understand it. 
A journey, however long begins with the first step
]The opening of the week of prayer, the first service on the morning of the fourth of September, in the Evangelical Cathedral was solemn for the small group who attended. We approached the week  with courage and each representative from the participating churches sought the grace of God for this pioneering project.  The atmosphere could perhaps best be described as an anxious expectancy, full of joy hoping that in the week which lay before us, something new would be born for us. Fr. Siegfried Schullerus represented the Evangelical Church and had oversight of the many services which were to take place. 
Flashes of light
An hour later, an altar had appeared in the sacristy on which the area dean of Sibiu, Dr. Stefan Cosoroabă set out eight symbols corresponding to the nine themes of prayer.  Two themes, justice and peace, are indivisible and were represented by the same symbol – a bowl of water.  In the evening there appeared in the same spot, right on time, an orthodox altar, adapted to the modest space of the sacristy, at which the assistant bishop, Visarion Răşinăreanu personally opened the Orthodox 24 hours.  Fr. Dumitru Abrudan ended this session with a very warm appeal of for ecumenism.   All the Orthodox parishes in the city were represented by groups of three every two hours. As a result of this wise organisation this first day was the most heavily attended day of the whole week.   
The prayer watch continued.  Tuesday evening at 10 pm women were waiting outside, each holding a decoration to arrange on the Roman Catholic altar.  The liturgy which followed, celebrated by three priests, led by Fr. Voiculescu, and conducted in three languages was carried out with such solemnity that the uniqueness of this moment gave birth to an extraordinary unity.

Wednesday lunchtime, Mimo-Tante (the educationalist Ricarda Terschak) used her great teaching gifts in two hours of prayer by the children.  30 children  learned to create sunflowers, which should seek the light, Jesus Christ himself. Several hours later in the great nave of the church an organ  concert began, while in the sacristy,  Mimo-Tante led a discussion with women on the theme “Should ecumenism be organised by the hierarchy or lived on the streets?”  
Prayers in small groups was organised by the five nonconformist denominations, young and old, in the four corners of the sacristy. It was started by a group of pastors led by Pastor Poplăcean.  For me another high point was certainly the full church on Thursday evening.  People from the five nonconformist denominations met, a highly trained choir sang and nine priests from three different denominations, nonconformist, Roman Catholic and Evangelical delivered short sermons underlining the importance of prayer.  
The baton passed to the Greek Catholic Church.  They began with a youth group who sang then brought a candle specially made for this week.  This moment of handing over the baton needed to be a moment of special sensitivity each day.  Protopop Nicolae Popa, the co-moderator of the local committee for CEE3 proved, in my view, a model of ecumenism. A human chain linked his church, the Ursuline church, to the evangelical cathedral, and demonstrated clearly to curious bystanders the real link between the churches.

The Greek Catholic day of prayer fell on a church festival – the birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary -  which was celebrated with a three hour liturgy in the evangelical cathedral.  The day of prayer was sustained constantly by groups of young people who sang. For example, when at 10.00 on Friday evening, the baton was due to be passed on to the reformed church, it did not occur to the Greek Catholic teenagers to go home.  There was one choir after another, accompanied by guitars, then after a short talk about candles, a Lord’s prayer said by all and warm greetings filling the place with the grace of God. Then the candle was handed over to Fr. Varro Sandor from the Reformed Church. The Greek Catholic teenagers left the sacristy in full of joy and energy, not at all as if they had just been on duty for 24 hours. 
Prayers fill the place

Over the course of the week an increasing unity between Christians of different churches was becoming evident, and a great openness to one another.   All the sermons were on the same theme which unites us “The light of Christ shines upon us.”  And the light of Jesus, his warmth and radiance spread ever more over people in this week, so that the reformed priest said, “We feel here the warmth of prayer which has filled this room even before we arrived.”  He also noted,  “We are delighted that groups of nonconformists supported us through the night watches.” 
Days of prayer are a time when the importance of various Bible passages becomes much clearer.  Fr Sandor added, “Now I understand the words of the psalmist when he said, (Ps. 27:4)  ‘One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD.’”  

Saturday evening the Evangelical priest reminded us through the words of a Taize song of the call of Jesus, “Remain here and watch with me.” This time of prayer and the relaxation which came with the handing over of the baton at 6 in the morning was a memorable time.  This final handover of the baton (from the Reformed to the Evangelical Church) Saturday evening was dominated by the growing joy of this whole week.  Killian Dörr led the last night of prayer with many songs, with music from the cello, guitar, organ and flute and with a meditation on the light of our great high priest.  Unexpected guests from other denominations who were also participating in the prayer helped also in this night until the week of prayer moved into the main church for the morning service.
The community of churches:

Another miracle performed by God, since it seems to me that such coincidents cannot otherwise be possible, was the fact that, without any prior planning, people from at least three different denominations were present at all the main events, (3 or 4 per day).I see this running like a three strand crimson cord through the whole week. No one apart from God could have organised this so precisely. Like a small team, the week of prayer began in the sanctuary on Friday September 1st. with a group made up of three elements, always from different churches, and on Sunday 10th after the service it ended in the same way with a group made up of three elements. 

Things go further

In line with the decision of the local CEE3 committee it was announced at the close that this was only the beginning of  the preparation of the European Ecumenical Conference which, later will be held in our city in exactly one year. As a result, it was not a matter of ending at all, since in the next year we have a lot more praying to do. There is much that we must pray for, so we must put our shoulders to the wheel. 
In conclusion

Looking back, I have the impression that I have witnessed an amazing event for Sibiu, a work of Almighty God, since only He is able to awaken the believers in this way.  Over 1500 people took part from so many different denominations.  There was humility and the courage to move towards Christian unity and to unite afresh through prayer and to learn to pray for our city.   And my own contribution seems to me that of the child in the gospel who came to Jesus with his five loaves of bread and two fish, and Jesus used them to do something so great and unique that all were fed and satisfied.

