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EUROPE’S VOCATION: FRATERNITY IN ACTION

DR.JOAN PATRICIA BACK
The content of my vision for Europe from the Atlantic to the Urals is seen within the context of the building up of a better, peaceful and just world for everyone. I believe that the fraternity of the European family could contribute also to the fraternity of the whole human family: universal fraternity.

This entails an exciting project for us Christians in Europe.
I see our task as one of building up a spiritual network with a Christian vision of the love of our neighbour as a priority. 
Europe needs a strong soul, a strong spirit to take Europe out of what some call a “cultural night”
 that Europe seems to be passing through. This calls for a collective action on our part. 

The Churches and Christians have an important role to play in Europe in offering a light, a light that kindles a “Europe of the hearts”. 
We need to be that heart and more hearts united could be a yeast that leavens Europe with fraternity; a fraternity that our continent needs with its multiplicity of cultures and languages in order to facilitate integration and harmonious living. 
The unity of the human family is part of God’s plan for humankind. What is the instrument that Jesus offered to us in order to accomplish this universal fraternity? I believe it is, in the words of Chiara Lubich, “love, a great love, a new love, different from the one we usually know. In fact, He transplanted the way of loving of heaven here on earth […]. The love that Jesus brought is indispensable to Europe becoming a family of nations” 
.

Such a Europe is one, based on this love lived out by Christians together in their daily life. From that profound unity in Christ, fruit of our common baptism, we are, as St.Paul says “one in Jesus Christ”
. 
Jesus in his Testament asked the Father that we may be one as he and the Father are one
. This is source of our vision of universal fraternity. This unity creates the basis on which we Christians can build a universal fraternity. 
In His Testament we find the “seed for very type of integration and unity among peoples. The way to achieve unity is mutual love”
.
All of this can lead to an “ecumenism of the people” or “dialogue of life” among Christians based on this mutual love. This can also be the basis for creating segments of fraternity in Europe characterized by solidarity, respect for one another, building up communion and fellowship. These segments become like “creative minorities” giving rise to a positive influence on society that extends well beyond their immediate environment and will impact upon the relations between nations and peoples.

Christian love is not only one way but reciprocal. Mutual love lived between Christians would be a divine offensive that could bring an end to every type of discrimination, injustice, wars, inequality and increment solidarity and promote a communion of goods. Communion in all senses that would demonstrate universal fraternity in action.
So my vision of Europe is one involving a sharing goods and resources, equality and freedom for all, openness to people of other cultures and religious traditions and as John Paul II said: "Love other peoples as you love your own!”
.
If Europe lived this fraternity a message of active peace and dialogue would extend well beyond the continent and build bridges with the other continents “globalizing” fraternity.
For us Christians it is evident that the New Commandment
 to love one another as Christ loved us is our starting point. Of course, in globalizing fraternity with those who are not Christian, we share the golden rule
: “Do to others what you would like them to do to you. Do not to others what you would not like them to do to you” which implies love of our neighbour. This love generates reciprocity and fraternity comes to life.
I would like to conclude by referring to a concrete European initiative of fraternity in action. It was born from an initial group in 1999 which gave life to an event in 2004 that involved over 180 Movements, associations and groups of different Churches: Lutheran, Anglican, Orthodox, Free Churches and Catholics from all over Europe in a programme called “Together for Europe”. Its’ goal is that of putting Gospel-based mutual love into action in order to build a Europe of pace, reconciliation, justice and fraternity: a Europe of the hearts. 
From a pact of mutual Christian love made by the participants, collaboration on a local, national and international level has given rise a network of fraternity.
On 12th May 2007 at Stuttgart (Germany) over 11.000 Christians from all over Europe will be participating in a second edition of “Together for Europe” which wants to show the fruits of this fraternity and how the light of the Risen Christ has illuminated the darkness of the many problems that Europe is facing today
.
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