PAGE  
5

3rd Stage EEA3

Ecumenical Encounter in Lutherstadt

            Wittenberg, Germany, 15-18 February 2007

The Light of Christ and the Church 

Metropolitan Gennadios of Sassima

The light of Christ “φῶς Χριστοῦ φαίνει πᾶσι” shines upon all and in the Church. This Christological reality and enlightenment of Christ’s light which shines upon the whole world and at the same time is the Church, offers the ultimate meaning of the whole creation and of all the human beings’ history. All things were created through Christ and in Him and for Him and the whole universe, the whole cosmos is revealed as the gift of God through the eternal Son who became a human being within time and in the world. All things created and not created pass from “the darkness to the light” (ἀπό τό σκότος εἰς τό φῶς). 

The whole creation and human beings are experiencing this reality which from the darkness of the sin and of weakness, and come to a world, where as Moses penetrated into the darkness and finally meets God. And through this darkness is revealed the divine Light. A light which comes from God’s divine energy is offered and shared with his Son, the Word and Logos through the power of the Holy Spirit. A Trinitarian action of lightness which transforms, transfigures, renews and gives hope and life to the Church.     

As Moses, every human being passes through this darkness, where there is no absence of the light, and experiences only a nocturnal communion of the hidden God with the person of Christ Himself. Likewise, we are in a personal existence relationship, by going beyond any vision of the mind and οf the body, penetrating into this darkness and reaching the Light. This light, which is Christ’s light, is like a symbol and the experience of a presence that cannot be grasped, a night in which the Inaccessible presents himself and eludes us at the same time. It is the nocturnal communion of the hidden God with the person who is hidden in God. 

This darkness (σκότος) which does not deny the glory of God and is transforming to light “φῶς”, flows through the whole Church. There is no absence of light: rather it is 'more than luminous'. Here there is the coincidence of opposites
 (cοincidentia oppositorum), the darkness is simultaneously both the brightest light, dark through excess of brightness, and the blackest obscurity becomes 'transluminous'. 

Likewise the darkness does not deny the Word, the Logos, but reaches a certain “silence” where light is at the very heart of the Word. At this human being’s revelation of God to Christ is made only in light. Then God speaks to us in heaven and in earth in various ways and in different expressions, and contemplates Christ from the darkness to the light which shines upon the whole universe, the cosmos. Human beings and any faithful of the Church who have traveled by these ways from the darkness to lightness
 towards the things that are above and have abandoned everything that is accessible to human nature, penetrate into the sanctuary of the knowledge of God that is wrapped on all sides in darkness. 

This Light, Christ’s light, illuminates and transforms all level of the ecclesial and human beings’ lives. Life and light are interrelated in a “endocosmic” relation of love, witness, action and service-love for the creation and love for the neighbor, for the other, for the stranger. This situation affects  all human beings even coming from the Far East up to our brother and sister next door, gives hope for the injustice,  encouragement for the poor, the hope of healing for the sick and hope for the violated to overcome human and non human violence. 

This is a relation which is marked always by the presence of Christ, because leaving in isolation brings death and chaos. Meanwhile the Church which is present in a missionary way receives, offers, transforms and deifies, and the people of God become saints, martyrs, confessors, and members of the enlarged “communio sanctorum”, where all of us have a place or at least can get a space and a place of grace.

Thus, this light which came from the darkness of the weakness of a hidden world shines not only everywhere but selects and chooses special places for our souls in a situation of humility and repentance, “metanoia”. 

Today, the whole world needs this light and this enlightenment. A need of transforming our lives, renewing our commitment, reviewing our ecclesial priorities in an Europe in particular where Christ’s presence is still questioning through various forms and styles. 

Our Churches today need this light which is Christ’s hope for search of new ways for unity. The path and process is still long and very costly. Sometimes we are not sure and even certain, if we would like to continue this permanent daily struggle, for all kind issues and problems which are emerged from our social context and challenging our Churches. We need this light, because there is no life without light. We need to exist with a light of tolerance, and of justice. A light with strong belief and faith. A light which could really shines upon all of us without any discrimination and any privilege. A light which illuminates our ecclesial communities, the Church.            
In the Europe of today Churches and Christians undertake concrete steps and look for positive results in order to overcome divisions without having at least an implicit notion of the kind of unity they are looking for. However the Unity of the Church for most of the Churches has been from the beginning one of the main issues for the ecumenical thinking and action in Europe. Positive signs and optimistic initiatives have appeared in the relations of many Churches and Church Communions, sharing this Light of Christ. 

All ecumenical efforts of being in dialogue could be considered as positive results of this Christ’s enlightenment, but it must not be forgotten that divisions still exist. As the Charta Oecumenica notes, “…there are different views of the church and its oneness, of the sacraments and ministries. We must not be satisfied with this situation. Jesus Christ, revealed to us on the cross his love and the mystery of reconciliation; as his followers, we intend to do our utmost to overcome the problems and obstacles that still divide the churches”
. In this perspective, the light of Christ and Christ’s prayer to his heavenly Father for his disciples as well as for all who believe in him “that they may all be one” (John, 17:22), is to be understood not simply as a wish, which the Lord expressed occasionally, but as a mandate and a gift given to all who follow him and the first of to all Churches. A prayer from the Orthodox liturgical tradition says :  

“Christ, the light of truth, which shines and sanctifying every human being coming into this world. Show in us the light of your presence and guide our paths for the work of your commandments, by the intercession of our Virgin Mary, the Theotokos, and of all the saints, have mercy on us and save upon us. Amen! “.     

� “Coincidentia oppositorum” : which in their very unity remain opposites


� There, as everything perceptible and intelligible has been left outside, there remains for the soul's contemplation οnly what cannot be grasped by the intellect. It is there that God dwells according tο the words of Scripture: 'Moses drew near to the thick darkness' (Exodus 20:21). Gregory of Nyssa, Life of Moses, PG 44,376-7. Cf.  Dionysius the Areopagite, The Mystical Theology, I, 1, PG, 997 : “Super-essential Trinity, more than divine and more than good, thou that presides over divine Christian wisdom, lead us not only  beyond all light, but even beyond unknowing, up to the highest peak of the Scriptures, to the place where the simple and absolute and incorruptible mysteries of the godhead are revealed, in the more than luminous darkness of the Silence. It is in that Silence that we learn the secrets of the Darkness that shines with the brightest light in the bosom of the blackest obscurity and, while remaining itself utterly intangible and utterly invisible, fills with a brightness more beautiful than beauty the minds that know how to shut their eyes.”  �


� Cf. Charta Oecumenica, I, 1.





